2 NEWCASTLE HERALD Monday September 28, 2020

NEWS

Hunter researchers
help combat COVID

Y MATTHEW KELLY

HUNTER Medical Research
Institute  respiratory  re-
searchers have played a crit-
ical role in the development
of a new nasal spray treat-
ment that could protect peo-
ple from COVID-19 infection
and prevent its transmission.

The treatment, known as
INNA-051, was developed by
Australian biotech company,
Ena Respiratory, to boost
the natural human immune
system to fight common
colds and flu in the nose and
throat and to prevent severe
lung disease.

The treatment has also
proved remarkably success-
ful in reducing COVID-19
viral replication.

Research published on
Monday in the biomedical
pre-publication research
site, medRxiv, shows the
spray reduced viral repli-
cation and shedding in the
nose and throat by up to 96
per cent in a gold-standard
animal study led by Public
Health England's deputy
director, Professor Miles Car-
roll.

Associate Professor Na-
than Bartlett from the Uni-
versity of Newcastle, and
head of HMRI's viral immu-
nology and respiratory dis-
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immunology and respiratory disease group.

ease group, is one of the Ena
Respiratory'skey  advisors
and research collaborators.

"We were researching IN-
NA-051 prior to COVID-19
and discovered that it is
very effective at priming the
airways to more rapidly and
effectively respond to a viral
infection,” Associate Profes-
sor Bartlett said.

"The proof of concept data
generated by HMRI's team
was instrumental in ensur-
ing the treatment was ideally
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placed to be tested against
the virus that causes COV-
ID-19," he said.

The INNA-051 compound
works by stimulating the

innate immune  system,
the first line of defence
against viruses.

If successful in clinical
trials, INNA-051 will comple-
ment the protection provid-
ed by vaccines, particularly
in groups in which a vaccine
is likely to be less effective
such as the elderly and those
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4

with chronic lung disease.

Subject to successful tox-
icity studies and regulatory
approval, Ena Respiratory
could be ready to test IN-
NA-051 in human trials in
less than four months.

The company says it will
be a self-administered nasal
spray that is easy to man-
ufacture and will be wide-
ly available.

The company is seeking
additional funding to accel-
erate the nasal spray's clini-

castle, and head of HMRI's viral

cal development and global
distribution.

Director of HMRI, Profes-
sor Tom Walley said the pro-
ject was another example of
how the institute's research-
ers were involved in leading
international, translational
research into treatments that
improve people's wellbeing
and save lives. HMRI provid-
ed seed-funding to Associate
Professor Bartlett to support
his research into COVID-19.
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States
must 'do
their bit":
Deputy

DEPUTY Prime Minister Mi-
chael McCormack has urged
states to "do their bit too" and
open their borders, as the
federal government prom-
ised to underwrite hundreds
of millions of dollars worth of
flights until at least next year.

He will today announce
an extension to the domestic
aviation network support
and the regional airline net-
work support programs as
part of the budget.

Under the domestic avi-
ation network support pro-
gram, the government has
subsidised the cost of keep-
ing the 50 busiest air routes
running. It would be extend-
ed until January 31 next year.

Through the regional
airline network support pro-
gram, the government has
supported up to 270 weekly
return services on 114 routes
to 111 regional and remote
locations. It will now contin-
ue until March 28, 2021.

More than $150 million
has been spent on these pro-
grams to date, with the exten-
sion likely to cost hundreds
of millions of dollar more.

"We need the states and
territories to do their bit too
as we again encourage the
continued easing of border
restrictions,” Mr McCor-
mack said.
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TRAVEL
THE TRAVEL PROFESSIONALS

BELMONT
P: 4945 0044

KOTARA
P: 49570277

P:49331234

NEW ORLEANS & SOUTHERN CHARMS ONBOARD VIKING MISSISSIPPI

CHARLESTOWN
P: 49421551

NEWCASTLE
P:4940 2233

CRUISE TRAVEL CENTRE GREEN HILLS

GLENDALE
P: 4956 7226

TORONTO
P:49594011

CRUISE TRAVEL CENTRE KOTARA
P: 4935 9900

* Conditions apply: See in store of visit www.htg.com.au/offers for more details. Hunter Travel Group Pty Ltd. ABN 86 089 025 696. A11468. Cruise Travel Centre Pty Ltd. ABN 68 125 942 985. Al1469

INCLUDES:

® 7 night cruise from New Orleans return

@ Visit New Orleans, Darrow, St. Francisville, Baton Rouge & more

® One complimentary shore excursion in every port of call

@® All meals including regional specialities, beer, wine & soft drinks
with onboard lunch & dinners

0,395’

per person twin share
Category QDV3

DEPARTS 26 NOVEMBER 2022

VISIT WWW.HTG.COM.AU/OFFERS FOR MORE EXCLUSIVE OFFERS & INFO TODAY!

GREEN HILLS
P:49333077

BUSINESS TRAVEL
P: 4940 2244
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