
 

 

POSITION DESCRIPTION 

Position Title Postdoctoral Fellow in Impact Assessment/Applied Economics 

Location HMRI Building, 1 Kookaburra Drive, New Lambton NSW 2305 

Direct Supervisor HMRI Director, Health Research Economics (or delegate) 

Direct Reports N/A 

 

Position Overview The Postdoctoral Fellow will work with a team that includes health 
economists, impact specialists and cardiovascular (CV) researchers. The 
primary focus of the position is assessing the impact from funded 
cardiovascular research.  Impact assessment, in this position, refers to the 
consequences from funded health and medical research across a number of 
domains, including patient outcomes, changes in workforce and research 
capacity, legislative and policy changes, and economic growth. 

Responsibilities 
The Postdoctoral Fellow position will be responsible for: 

• Developing a system that supports and encourages research 
translation and impact from CV research. The study team will provide 
input to this work and it will be supported by two national 
roundtables of relevant research leaders and end users. 

• Developing training media and materials to assist CV researchers 
within the ecosystem to understand research impact assessment and 
how it informs research along the pathway to impact.   

• Designing a prototype research funding framework that a) leverages 
the training media/materials, and b) optimises the potential for CV 
projects that apply for funding to translate and generate impact. 

• Under the guidance of impact specialists, conducting a retrospective 
impact assessment of one multicentre CV research project funded by 
the Heart Foundation, MRFF, NSW Health or NHMRC. 

• Producing, with the CI team, peer-reviewed papers documenting the 
outcomes from the projects. 

• Taking a leading role in drafting a NHMRC Synergy application for 
submission in 2021. This will include infusing the Synergy grant with 
outcomes from the Seeding Grant. 

Typical duties and responsibilities for this position include, but are not limited 
to: 

• Familiarisation with the field of impact assessment and specifically 
the Framework to Assess the Impact of Translational health research 
(FAIT) 



    

 

• Identifying, sourcing and interpreting relevant information to inform 
the development of the research impact ecosystem 

• Identifying, sourcing and pulling together relevant information to be 
used to develop the resource materials 

• Identifying, sourcing and interpreting relevant information to inform 
the development of a research funding application framework that 
maximises translation and impact 

• Working with researchers and service providers to develop a logic 
model and metrics that support the conduct of an impact assessment 
of an existing multicentre CV research project 

• Undertaking the impact assessment including the economic analysis 
and narrative development 

• Assisting with the preparation and publication of papers as stated 
above  

• With the Chief Investigator team, lead writing of the Synergy grant. 
 

Other Duties As part of a team of people who support the goals of HMRI, in addition to the 
specific responsibilities you may be asked to perform other tasks/duties as 
required. 

Level of Supervision Broad Direction 

• Direction is provided in terms of objectives which may require the 
planning of employees, time and material resources for their completion. 

Selection Criteria Essential 

• Hold a PhD degree in health economics, applied economics or related 
field, or relevant Master’s degree with sound experience in similar role 

• An understanding of impact assessments, including economic evaluation 
techniques such as cost-benefit analysis (or other relevant skills in, for 
example, public health, maths or statistics) 

• Excellent organisational skills and the ability to work as part of a team 

• Experience writing academic manuscripts and grant applications  
• Demonstrated ability to build and maintain positive relationships with a 

wide range of stakeholders 

• High level computer skills particularly in Microsoft Word, Excel and at 
least one statistical package (e.g. SPSS, SAS etc.) 

 
Desirable 
• Post-graduate qualifications in health economics or health services 

research will be viewed favourably. 

• Demonstrated ability to meet tight deadlines.   

 

 


